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 neha ne suna papa khe ja rhe Te-"s¿\k kI BI ´k ly hotI hE≥ ¨se suno, phcano, 
åOr ¨sI ihsab se ga¿\I claåo≥  jb tum mEnhEqn meM clatI ho to yhaM sEMk¿\oM gai¿\yaM 
´k saT cltI hEM≥ bar-bar lal b†tI hone se <kna p¿\ta hE≥ ^silye ga¿\I kI ßpI\ KUb 
DImI rKnI caih´, taik Dcke se b®ek lgane kI j>rt n p¿\e" 
 prsoM neha ka \Âa^%ivMg ka ^µthan hE≥ yUM to neha \Âa^%ivMg ßkUl meM kar clana 
sIKtI rhI hE pr ´k bar qeßq meM Pel hone ke bad vh kaPI nvRs hE åOr papa ne kha ik 
vh ¨ska kuC åıyas krva deMge≥  papa kI to \Âa^%ivMg bi¿|ya hotI hI hE≥ iktne brsoM se 
to cla rhe hEM ve ga¿\I≥   
 CoqI TI to i¿jd krtI TI ga¿\I clane kI pr tb papa kha krte Te ik b¿\I ho 
jaåo tb isKlayeMge tumko ga¿\I≥  pr kalej jane pr ¨se v�t hI nhIM imla≥ åb to 
nOkrI BI xu< ho gyI åOr ¨se hox åaya hE ga¿\I sIKne ka≥ 
 te^%s brs kI ¨m® meM ga¿\I clana sIK rhI hE≥ sbb% meM rhne vale l¿\ke-l¿\ikyaM 
to solh sal ke hote hI clane lgte hEM≥  pr neha to mEnhEqn meM rhtI hE≥ yhaM ga¿\I kI 
vEsI j>rt p¿\tI hI nhIM vnaR vh BI phle sIK jatI≥  BEya BI to leq sIKa Ta≥  nOkrI 
lgne pr hI≥  mma to åaj tk nhIM sIKIM≥ so ^tnI ko^% bat nhIM der se sIKne meM≥ 
 pr neha åb tEyar hE≥ hr cIj ke ilye tEyar≥  yUM neha hr kam sIKne ke ilye v˚t 
se phle hI tEyar rhtI hE≥ ¨ske ßkUl kI qIcr BI yhI kha krtI TI≥  yhI bat hE ik ¨se 
hr kam åasan lga krta Ta≥  ˚las meM vh hmexa åguåa hI rhI≥   pr ¨ske ^sI guN 
ko lekr mmI kI shelI ne neha ko ip®kaxs bçcI kha Ta yain ik v˚t se phle hI 
pirp˚v÷ yh guN kI trh nhIM bi¬k ´k doz kI trh hI sunaya gya Ta≥  yUM bat BI kuC 
åjIb sI ho gyI TI≥  tb vh ©yarh brs kI rhI hogI≥ ˚las meM jEnI ne sb l¿\ikyoM se 
pUCa Ta -"tum meM se kOn-kOn vijRn hE≥" neha ko vijRn ka mtlb hI nhIM pta Ta≥  pr 
¨sne deKa ik ijs l¿\kI ne BI kha ik vh vijRn hE ¨ska jEnI åOr ¨skI sheilyoM ne 
KUb m¿jak ¨¿\aya Ta≥  n hI neha kI ihµmt p¿\I TI åpnI shpaiQyoM pr åpna 
ånjanapn ¿jaihr krne kI≥  pr Gr åakr ¨sne phla kam yhI ikya ik mmI ke åpnI 
shelI ke saT bEQe hone pr BI Îyan n de qpkkr sval pUC ilya -"mmI vijRn ˚ya hota 
hE?" 



  mmI åBI sval ke p®it stkR BI nhIM hu^% TIM ik neha ne jo¿\ idya-"mEM to vijRn 
nhIM hUM n mmI?" 
 ^sse phle ik mmI ke åvak cehre pr ko^% hrkt hotI, mmI kI shelI bol ¨QI 
TI-"ma^% gaA\ iktne ip®kaxs bçce hEM≥  muMh se dUD inkla nhIM ik vijRinqI ke sval 
¨Qane lge≥ B^% åBI to tuµharI Kelne-p¿¿|ne kI ¨m® hE≥  yh sb jan kr krna BI ˚ya 
hE?" 
 mmI ne manoM hox meM åate hu´ kha Ta-"QIk bat hE≥ neha tum to ^tnI åçCI, 
^tnI å˚lmMd bçcI ho≥ tuµheM ^n sb batoM meM nhIM p¿\na caih´≥  tum to ≤sI åmrIkI 
l¿\ikyoM kI sMgt meM p¿\o hI n≥  bs åpna Poks p¿|a^% pr hI rKo≥" 
 åpnI n¿jr meM neha åaj BI ¨tnI hI BolI ya smJdar TI ijtnI ik sval 
pUCne se phle≥  leikn ¨se lga ik sval ma“ pUCne se hI vh mmI-papa kI njr meM kuC 
åOr ho gyI TI≥ 
 tb se neha ko lgta jEse ik mmI-papa ko vh sbse πyarI tBI lgtI hE jbik 
vh BolI-n~hIM bçcI bnI rhtI hE≥   ijse kuC nhIM malUm duinya-dIn ka≥  papa behd 
Kux hote jb vh totlI juban meM ihMdI meM bityatI≥  
 pr jhaM ßkUl ke kam ka sval Ta ve ¨sse pUrI bi¬k sama~y se Δ∆yada 
pirp˚vta kI ¨µmId krte≥ ¨se yad hE ´k bar ¨ske ^µthan meM nMbr km åaye Te to 
¨~hoMne kha Ta-"\oMq ´M\ åp bI^Mg ´ me\̀yakr≥  yU mßq ´˚sel ^n yuår ßq\I¿j≥"  
 åb ^tne brsoM bad BI pirp˚vta ya åpirp˚vta kI vh duivDa xayd sulJI 
nhIM dIKtI≥  ikn cIjoM meM b¿\a ho jana caihye åOr ikn meM nhIM--^ska map tOl 
clta hI rhta hE≥ 
 ´k bar ga¿\I clana sIKte-sIKte ve log mEnhEqn ko dayeM-bayeM se Gerne valI 
ha^%ve pr åa gye Te≥  pr neha åBI BI DImI git se hI cla rhI TI≥ papa bole-"jb tum 
ha^%ve pr clatI ho to ßpI\ tej rKnI hotI hE≥  s¿\k BI KUb cO¿\I hotI hE åOr lala 
bi–yaM BI nhIM hotI≥ saT hI dUsrI kareM BI ^tnI tejI se cl rhI hotI hEM ik ågr tum 
DIma claåoge to sare yatayat meM √yitk®m åOr gitroD pEda ho jayega≥  ^sI se kh 
rha hUM ik s¿\k kI ly ko hI sbse phle smJna caihye≥ tBI tum ´k åçCI åOr seP 
\Âa^%vr bn sktI ho≥" 
 pr neha åb bhut sI ¨n cIjoM ke ilye tEyar hE ijse papa jante-smJte hu´ BI 
ccaR se bcate rhte hEM≥ 



 neha ko mhsUs hota hE ik mmI -papa ^s bare meM Kud hI ßpΩΩq nhIM hEM ik ¨nkI 
beqI ko l¿\ka åpnI mjIR se åpne-åap Kojna caihye ya ik ve ¨ske ilye ^Mtjam 
kreMge≥  mmI kI b¿\I bhn kI beqI kI xadI joDpur rhnevale ´k l¿\ke se ty hu^% TI≥  yhaM 
åane ke bad ¨ska åjIb sa hI sulUk rha åOr åMtt: ¨s xadI ka hx® tlak meM huåa 
Ta≥  tBI se mmI neha kI iksI ihMdußtan ke l¿\ke se xadI ty krne ke iKlaP TIM≥   pr 
åb neha ke b¿\e ho jane ke bad kBI to vh kh detIM ik PlaM åaMqI tumko ´k l¿\ke se 
imlvana cahtI hE≥  yh BI saT hI jo¿\ detI ik tum imlna cahtI ho to imlo vnaR 
≤sI ko^% jbrdßtI nhIM≥ mmI khtIM-"åa^% \oMq vaMq yU qU PIl hyUimil´qe\" 
 kBI vh kh \altI -"yUM QIk hE p¿|tI rho åOr nOkrI BI kro≥ pr deKa jaye to 
ba^%s-te^%s sal meM xadI to ho hI jatI hE l¿\ikyoM kI≥ mEM to ^˚kIs BI pUre nhIM kr 
payI TI jb xadI hu^%≥" 
 neha ko lgta ik mmI ke rvEye me bdlav ^s pr BI munßsr krta Ta ik ¨n 
idnoM ve iksse iml rhI TIM≥ åpnI åmrIkI sheilyoM se, kuC purane �yaloM kI ihMdußtanI 
sheilyoM se ya iksI ir≈⋲tedar se≥   mmI ¨nke svaloM åOr iqπpiNyoM se bhut j¬dI bhk 
jatIM≥ 
 ^sIilye xayd mmI kBI neha se yh BI kh detI-"deK hmara to jmana åOr Ta≥  
yhaM ko^% xadI kI j¬dI nhIM mcata≥ jb ko^% |Mg ka qkr jaye to kr lo vnaR åpne 
kam meM lge rho≥ ko^% bMidx to nhIM≥ ihMdußtan meM to åb tk sare ir≈⋲tedar pICe p¿\ gye 
hote ik B^% l¿\kI ko ˚yoM åBI tk kMvara bEQa rKa hE≥" 
 åOr saT hI jo¿\ detI -"vEse to xadI ho hI janI caih´ l¿\ikyoM kI QIk ¨m® meM 
vnaR n to åçCe l¿\ke hI bce rhte hEM åOr l¿\ikyoM ka ßvBav BI ^tna p˚ka ho jata hE 
ik mn maiPk l¿\ka imlna hI mui≈⋲kl ho jata hE≥" 
 neha ko malUm Ta ik mmI ka ^xara ¨skI shelI åMxul kI åor Ta≥  åMxul 
¨ntIs brs kI ho clI TI≥ tIn sal phle ´k BartIy mUl ke  l¿\ke ke saT ¨ska 
sMbMD b¿|a Ta åOr dono saT rhne lge Te≥ iPr sal Br bad ¨s l¿\ke ne kha Ta ik 
¨ska åMxul se xadI ka ivcar nhIM≥  ve caheM to yUM hI saT rhte rheM≥  kBI BivΩΩy meM BI 
¨ska xadI ka ^rada hoga, ≤sa BI ko^% åa≈⋲vasn nhIM Ta≥ 
 åMxul ne ir≈⋲ta to¿\ ilya Ta≥ ¨ske bad jo BI ir≈⋲te bne, sbka hx® kuC ≤sa hI 
ho rha Ta≥ ´k laitn åmrIkI l¿\ka Ta ijske saT vh xadI nhIM krna cahtI TI, 
´k kala l¿\ka Ta, ijsse xadI krne se ¨ske maM-bap ne s�t ivroD ikya Ta≥  yUM 
maM-bap kI mjI% ke iKlaP jakr vh cahe xadI kr hI letI pr vh ir≈⋲ta Kud hI qUq 



gya≥ åb vh åcank ¨ntIs brs kI ¨m® meM s~yaisn bnne kI Qan kr bEQ gyI TI÷  n 
to åb vh vEse Jmk-Jmk ghne phntI TI n hI cehre pr ghra mekåp krtI≥  sPed 
sa¿\I phn GMqoM Îyan meM lgI rhtI≥  ¨sne åpne åpaqRmeMq meM hI ´k kone meM mUitRyaM rKkr 
mMidr bna ilya Ta≥  åaye idn diœN ´eixya^% saMßkZitk kayRk®moM ko sMgiQt krtI 
åOr narIvad kI ihmayt krtI≥  iktnI k¿\vahq Br g^% TI åMxul meM mdRjat ke p®it≥  
´k ¨g® narIvadI bn kr ¨sne yhI k¿\vahq sare smaj meM PElane ka bI¿\a ¨Qa ilya 
Ta≥ 
 neha ¨s k¿\vahq se bcna cahtI hE≥ 
 mmI ko \r lgta ik QIk ¨m® pr neha iksI se bMDI nhIM to pta nhIM iks idxa 
meM mu¿\ jaye≥  åMxul ka ijk® kr vh kh detI -"yh BI ko^% ¨m® hE s~yas lene kI≥  ¨ntIs 
brs meM to l¿\kI sr se paMv tk gZhßTI meM rmI hotI hE≥ tuµharI pI¿|I kI to bateM hI 
inralI hE≥  kBI to ^tna ragrMg åOr kBI DUnI rma lo" 
 neha hMs detI -"mmI ye sb PE\̀s hEM≥  kl ko åMxul ko ko^% mnpsMd l¿\ka iml 
gya to s~yas-v~yas sb BUl jayegI≥  ¨se roj hI jIne ka ko^% nya mksd Kojna 
hota hE≥ " 
 "vh to QIk hE pr kuC iqkav BI to hona caihye ijMdgI meM≥  åb ^s ¨m® meM to 
iksI ke saT bs hI jana caihye n÷"  
 neha ko Kud BI to nhIM pta ik shI idxa ˚ya hE≥ 
 åpne maM bap ke trIke kI tyxuda xadI ¨skI k¬pna ke bahr hE≥  bakI iksI se 
ir≈⋲ta jo¿\ne meM vh BI GbratI hE≥  jo BI ir≈⋲ta jo¿\ta hE, ¨se åMt tk , pUre crm tk 
phuMcana hota hE, tBI ko^% gMBIrta se ivvah kI bat socta hE ≥ åOr ^sI crm tk 
åa¿jma lene ke dOran pta nhIM kb ˚ya cqK jayega ik pUra ir≈⋲ta hI cknacUr ho 
jata hE≥ ¨skI sheilyoM ke saT yhI kuC to ho rha hE≥ ^sI \r se vh iksI l¿\ke ke saT 
ghrI åa†mIyta ka ir≈⋲ta nhIM jo¿\ payI≥ mn ke ir≈⋲te se xrIr ko pre rKna namumikn 
ho jata hE≥  bi¬k yh BI ´k xtR ho jatI hE ik mn ko smipRt kr idya to xrIr ˚ya 
cIj hE?  ¨se ¨lJane meM ihck ˚yoM÷ 
 ^sI åatMk se åb tk ¨ska xrIr kuMvara hE, åtZπt hE≥ 
 pr vh kb tk Kud ko sMBal kr rKtI rhegI÷ 
 mmI hmexa ¨se Kud ko bcaye rKne ke il´ xadI tk kuMvarapn bnaye rKne ka 
paQ bcpn se p¿|atI rhI hEM≥ 
 ˚ya jb tk shI l¿\ka nhIM imlta vh yUM hI rhe?   



 kevl xrIr kI tZiπt ke ilye to xadI ke bMDn meM p¿\ jana å˚l kI bat nhIM÷  
≤sa nhIM hone degI vh÷ 
 neha smJ nhIM patI mmI scmuc meM ˚ya cahtI hEM≥  kBI to ^tne Kule idmag 
valI åmrIkI mihlaåoM jEsI bn jatI hEM to kBI ´kdm dikyanUsI÷ 
 ¨s idn ¨sne suna mmI kI ´k ihMdußtanI shelI ¨nse kh rhI TI-"åajkl to 
jmana bdl gya hE≥  ˚ya pta kl ko l¿\kI åakr yh khe ik mEM PlaM l¿\ke ke saT 
rhna cahtI hUM≥ xadI ikye bgEr≥  hmare rokne se ko^% suneMge Bla÷   muJe to ≤se-≤se 
�yal \rate rhte hEM≥ ågr kuC ≤sa huåa to sare smaj meM bdnamI ho jayegI≥" 
 ≈⋲aayd ^~hIM shelI kI bat ka åsr hoga ik ågle idn mmI neha se pUC rhI TIM_-
"tere idmag meM ko^% l¿\ka hE to hmeM bta de÷  ågr tum iksI ke saT -vaT rhne kI soc 
rhI ho to hm tuµharI mMgnI ikye dete hEM≥  yUM hI nhIM rhne dUMgI mEM" 
 neha KUb soc rhI hE åajkl≥ soctI hI to rhtI hE...kEse shI raßte pr ¨tare 
åpnI ijMdgI÷ 
 neha ke pas bhut kuC hE btane ko≥  mmI kI ≤sI bateM ¨se åa≈⋲vasn nhIM detIM≥ 
åOr \ra detI hEM≥ 
 neha åBI iksI se mMgnI nhIM krna cahtI≥  vh scmuc isPR saT rhkr deKna 
cahtI hE≥ åBI ¨ska xadI meM bMDne ka ^rada nhIM≥ iPr BI iksI ke p®em åOr saT se Kud 
ko vMict nhIM rKna cahtI≥ mmI ne BI to ^˚kIs kI ¨m® meM xadI kr lI TI≥ vh to 
te^%s par kr lgBg cObIs kI ho clI hE÷  ˚ya vh mmI ko bta sktI hE ik vh l¿\ka 
¨ske saT hI p¿|a huåa ´k åmrIkI hE≥  vh ¨s trh se mh†vakaMœI nhIM jEsa ik mmI-
papa åpne jva^% kI k¬pna krte hEM≥  vh \a˚qr-^MjIinyr ya vkIl kuC BI nhIM bnna 
cahta≥ vh ßkUl qIcr hE åOr ^s dex ke bçcoM ko ßkUlI ixœa kI åçCI nIMv dene meM 
iv≈⋲vas rKta hE≥ ¨se bçcoM ke saT kam krna psMd hE åOr vhI vh kr rha hE, krna 
cahta hE≥ 
 kEse btayegI ¨nko÷ ve to kEsa muMh bnayeMge≥  mmI soceMgI kEsa l„¿\ l¿\ka cuna 
hE..ßkUl qIcr÷  vh mmI ke cehre pr åaye ¨tar c¿|av kI bhut shI k¬pna kr sktI hE÷  
¨ske bad mmI bhut der tk ¨sse bat nhIM kreMgI≥ soc meM p¿\ jayeMgI≥  xayd royeM-DoyeM 
BI ik ¨nke ¨m® Br ke �yalI pulavoM pr panI p¿\ gya≥  khaM ¨nkI åpnI beqI to 
åaikRqe˚q hE åOr jva^% ßkUl qIcr÷ yUM hE to neha ke hI ßkUl åaP åaikRqe˚cr ka ßnatk 
pr sr pr ha^% ßkUl ke bçcoM ka idmag du<ßt krne ka iPtUr≥ mmI xayd iksI ko 
¨ske DMDe ke bare meM btana BI n caheM≥   ¨sne mmI kI p®itik®yaåoM ko bhut phle se jan 



ilya hE≥  ¨skI ´k shelI ke bare meM ve phle hI kh cukI hEM-"inyit Kud to ^tnI b®a^%q 
åOr KubsUrt l¿\kI hE yh ´k ßkUl qIcr ke ixkMje meM kEse PMs gyI." 
 neha ko mmI ke khne ke åMda¿j se bhut bura lga Ta≥ ¨sne inyit kI pErvI krte 
hu´ mmI ko smJane kI koixx BI kI TI-"mmI vh to b¿\a åa^%i\yilßqk l¿\ka hE≥  
¨ska |er sare pEse kmane meM iv≈⋲vas nhIM hE≥  vh bçcoM kI ijMdgI bnana cahta hE≥ mmI 
ågr ßkUl qIicMg meM åçCe  åOr b®a^%q log nhIM jayeMge to ^s dex ke nagirk kEse åçCe 
bneMge÷  sb ko^% yUinvsRqI meM hI p¿|ane lgeM åOr ßkUloM meM n p¿|ana cahe to yUinvsRiqyoM me 
p¿|ne kOn åayega≥" 
 mmI ne ¨se cup kra idya Ta-"iPk® mt kr ≥ bhut hEM ßkUloM meM p¿|ane vale≥  mEM to 
isPR yh khna cahtI TI ik inyit ¨sse khIM behtr ke yo©y hE≥  bakI syana kaMv gUM 
pr hI bEQe to kOn rok skta hE÷" 
 neha iPr BI pErvI krtI hI rhI TI-"mmI åBI ågr vh ßkUl qIcr hE to ^ska 
yh mtlb nhIM ik sarI ¨m® yhI bna rhega≥ yhaM log p®oPexn bdlte rhte hEM≥ kl ko 
yUinvsRqI meM pI´c. \I meM daiKla lekr bad meM yUinvsRqI ka p®oPesr BI bn skta hE, 
ya jo kuC BI krna cahe≥  yUM ßkUl qIcr kI tn�vah BI kalej p®oPesr se km to nhIM 
hotI≥  bakI yhaM ihMdußtan valI bat nhIM hE ik ´k bar jo bn gye vhI raßta sarI ¨m® 
ke ilye ho gya≥" 
 "QIk hE Δ∆yada b¿\b¿\ mt kr≥ hr v˚t muJI ko ixœa detI rhtI hE" 
 mmI ko ^s bat ka BI gußsa åata hE ik bjay ve åpnI beqI ko ixœa deM ¨¬qe 
vhI ¨nko BazN detI rhtI hE jEse ik vh ånuBvI dadI-åµmaM ho åOr mmI ma“ ´k 
bçcI÷  bçcI ko åa¿jadI dene ka yh Pl iml rha hE ¨nko≥  pr papa se ¨skI ^s trh 
pex åane kI ihµmt nhIM hotI≥ papa se \rtI hE åOr ¨nkI bat Îyan se suntI BI hE≥ maM 
ko to kuC smJtI hI nhIM÷ 
 papa jb ¨se s¿\k kI ly smJa rhe Te to neha ko lga jEse papa bhut kuC 
smJte hEM≥  åb ve ¨skI totlI bolI sunne kI Prmayx BI kBI nhIM krte≥  bi¬k ^s 
bat ka åpneåap pr hMste hu´ ijk® krte hEM ik kEse ¨nko phle yh bolI mIQI lga 
krtI TI≥  pr åb neha b¿\I ho gyI hE åOr ¨se b¿\oM kI trh hI bolna caihye≥  socte-
socte åcank ¨skI ihµmt p¿\ gyI TI-"papa \Âa^%ivMg-p®Ei˚qs ke bad muJe pIqr ke 
yhaM Co¿\ deMge?" 
 "pIqr kOn?  yh ko^% nya doßt hE tuµhara≥" 
 "nya nhIM≥ ßkUl meM saT p¿|ta Ta≥  åb vh iPr ~yUyakR meM lOq åaya hE≥" 



 "khaM Co¿\na hE?" 
 "PaqI iP∏T ßqÂIq pr≥" 
 "˚ya jgh? ko^% reßqÂaM hE?" 
 "nhIM≥ " 
 "rhta hE vhaM?" 
 "hUM.." kuC ihck ke saT neha ne ¨gla Ta Coqa sa hUM≥ 
 papa ne hEranI saP n Jlkate hu´ pUCa Ta- 
 "tum ¨ske åpaqRmeMq meM jaåogI≥" 
 "merI ¨sse bhut puranI doßtI hE≥" 
 papa ka By, kt%√yprayNta, smJdarI, sBI kuC ¨nke cehre pr BrpUr ¨tr 
åaye Te≥  kuC sceΩΩq sMyimt ßvr meM bole- 
 "leikn jantI ho n iksI l¿\ke ke åpaqRmeMq meM ^s trh jana...˚ya vhaM åOr 
log BI hoMge?" 
 "muJe malUm nhIM...pr xayd muJI ko bulaya hE"-vh cahtI TI ik papa sc jan 
jayeM åOr sc btlane kI BI ihµmt nhIM ho rhI TI≥  
 papa jan jayeM åOr cup rh åpnI sµmit de deM, ≤sI hI BItrI �vaihx TI 
¨skI≥ 
 "to tuµharI ^tnI doßtI hE ik...?" 
 "hUM.." 
 "˚ya tum ¨sko πyar krtI ho?" 
 "huM?  malUm nhIM" 
 "ågr tum ¨ske åpaqRmeMq meM åkelI ja rhI ho to tBI jaåo ågr vh ^Msan 
tuµhare ilye Kas hE≥ vnaR kuC ≤sa-vEsa ho gya to glt hoga.." 
 "papa vh Kas to hE÷" 
 "^ska mtlb tum ¨se πyar krtI ho" 
 "malUm nhIM≥ hm bhut p˚ke doßt hEM" 
 "˚ya åOr BI ko^% l¿\ka tuµhara ^tna p˚ka doßt hE?" 
 "nhIM" 
 "to iPr yhI tuµhara Kas hE≥ tum xayd ^se πyar BI krtI ho≥ mere samne gvara 
krne se GbratI ho≥" 
 "åBI malUm nhIM ≥  kuC kh nhIM sktI≥ ho skta hE krtI ho¨M÷" 



 neha hEran TI yh kEsI batcIt ¨ske åOr papa ke bIc ho rhI hE åaj÷  
  ¨se åcank mhsUs huåa ik papa kI ingah meM vh scmuc b¿\I ho cukI hE≥  papa 
smJte hEM sb≥ bs vhI GbratI rhI hE ^s trh kI batcIt se≥ 
 "tum caho to mEM iml lUMga ¨sse≥" 
 "leikn papa ≤sI ko^% sIirys bat nhIM≥  mEM Kud BI nhIM jantI yh ir≈⋲ta iks 
trh ka åakar lega≥" 
 "pr ågr tuµheM åpne pr Brosa ya ¨ske mn ka ˙an nhIM to ¨ske åpaqRmeMq meM 
˚yoM ja rhI ho?...´k bat khUM?" 
 åcank ´k \r ka Bav jga≥ ˚ya kheMge papa÷ 
 "deKo beqe≥  mEM Kud cUMik ´k mdR hUM ^silye mdR ke njirye kI hI slah dUMga≥  ko^% 
BI l¿\kI jb ^s trh pu<z ke pas jatI hE to pu<z ¨skI kd® nhIM krta≥  åpne åap ko 
dulRB bnakr rKo to deKo kEse l¿\ke pICe Bagte hEM≥" 
 "papa÷"  neha ne khna caha ik åb tk to ¨sne Kud ko dulRB hI bna kr rKa 
huåa hE≥ pr ¨se ≤se ko^% pICe Bagne vale nhIM imle≥  jo åaye ve phle ¨sse doßtI hI krna 
cahte Te, ¨se janna cahte Te≥ ågr vh Kud sbse dUr rhtI hE to åa†mIyta hI khaM 
bntI hE, doßtI hI ˚yoMkr hogI÷ 
 neha ne gOr ikya ik papa åaiKr papa hI Te--beqI kI åßmt ko lekr Gbraye 
hu´≥  pr ¨nka khne ka åMda¿j rObIla nhIM, doßtana Ta≥ 
 papa ko åa≈⋲vißt dene ka mn ho åaya Ta neha ka≥ 
 "hm log saT-saT ´k p®oje˚q pr BI kam krna cahte hEM" 
 "kEsa p®Oje˚q" 
 "´k iP¬m p®Oje˚q" 
 neha ko khte hu´ lga ik vh JUQ nhIM bol rhI TI≥ pIqr åOr ¨sne ^s bare meM 
kaPI lMbI batcIt kr rKI TI≥  cahe åaj vh isPR ^sI batcIt ke islisle meM nhIM 
ja rhI TI≥  åOr BI bhut sI gπpeM marnI TIM≥ 
 khIM ¨se BI åMda¿ja Ta ik åpne åpaqRmeMq ke sUnepn meM pIqr ¨se CU BI skta Ta 
åOr CUne se åage BI.....≥  neha isr se pEr tk ishr gyI TI≥  pr ¨s ishrn meM \r se 
Δ∆yada cunOtI TI≥  åOr ¨se mhsUs ho rha Ta ik vh hr trh kI cunOtI ke ilye åb 
tEyar TI≥  saT hI vh yh BI jantI TI ik pUrI tEyarI ke bavjUd vh pIqr ke saT isPR 
iP¬m ka ccaR krke BI vaips åa sktI TI≥ 



 neha ko BI smJ nhIM åata Ta ik ˚ya åçCa hE, ˚ya glt÷  bca rhna ya \Ub 
jana≥  donoM hI ißTityaM Çeyßkr ho sktI TIM≥  donoM hI Ktrnak÷ 
 ve log ha^%ve se ¨tr ke phle ´ve~yU pr åa gye Te≥  samne pIlI b†tI TI≥ pICe 
gai¿\yaM åa rhI TIM≥ papa bole ik"cltI rho " åOr smJane lge ¨se-"pIlI b†tI pr 
ga¿\I roknI hotI hE≥  pr ågr te¿j git se cl rhe ho åOr åcank pIlI b†tI ho jaye to 
ga¿\I kI git te¿j krke inkl jana caihye vnaR pICe se ¨sI tej git se åatI ga¿\I mar 
sktI hE≥" 
 iPr åcank jEse Îyan åa gya ho, bole- 
 "kEsa iP¬m p®Oje˚q"? 
 "åBI to ¨skI ißk®πq hI tEyar kr rhe hEM≥  stI pr iP¬m bnayeMge" 
 "stI?" 
 "haM≥  åap ^tne hEran ˚yoM hEM?" 
 "tum ˚ya jantI ho stI ke bare meM? ˚ya TIm hogI?" 
 "hm khanI ko ¨~nIsvIM sdI meM j¿\ rhe hEM≥  ¨smeM ib®iqx suDark BI hoMge≥  vh 
åMg®ej stI hone valI hIro^%n ko bca leta hE åOr iPr ¨n dono ke sMvado ke bIc se 
ihro^%n ke njirye meM bdlav laya jayega≥" 
 "tuµhara mtlb ik vh stI p®Ta ka KM\n kregI≥" 
 "pr ¨se åpna DmR bdlna p¿\ta hE ˚yoMik ihMdu smaj se ¨se bihΩΩkZt kr idya 
jata hE ik vh pit kI icta se ¨QI ˚yoM÷" 
 "pr ihMdu DmR hr åOrt ko pit ke saT jl mrne kI åa˙a to nhIM deta≥  yh sb 
tuµhare åDkcre ˙an ko p®gq krta hE≥  muJe to ^s khanI meM tuk nhIM njr åa rhI≥" 
 "ids ^¿j poßqkoloinyl ßqP≥  do bateM hEM papa≥ ´k to mEM åMtRraΩΩqÂIy iP¬m 
bnana cahtI hUM jo Bart åOr yhaM donoM ko smeqe taik duinya Br ke dxRk vgR ko 
deKne meM idlcßpI ho,  dUsre stI jEsI burI p®Ta pr iP¬m bnnI caihye åOr duinya ke 
logoM ka ^s pr Îyan jaye taik ^ske xmn kI åor kuC ikya jaye≥  tIsra yh BI ik 
ivzy ≤sa hE ik hmeM iP¬m bnane ke ilye pEsa imlne meM BI km mui≈⋲kl hogI÷" 
 "åOr tuµhara åaikRqe˚cr?" 
 "iP¬m ke saT-saT vh BI clatI rhUMgI≥  xUiqMg ke dOran lMbI Cuq̀qI le lUMgI≥  
pIqr ne to ^sIilye ha^%-p®Exr nOkrI Co¿\kr ßkUl p¿|ane ka kam xu< kr idya hE taik 
iP¬m pr v˚t lga ske≥  åBI to xUiqMg kI ßqej åane meM bhut v˚t p¿\a hE≥ åBI to ißk®πq 
hI pUra nhIM huåa≥" 



 ¨s idn papa ne ¨se \Âap kr idya Ta≥  åjIb bat hE ik hE papa ¨se smJte hE 
åOr ¨ske doßt jEse bnte ja rhe hEM jbik Δ∆yoM-Δ∆yoM vh b¿\I ho rhI hE mmI ka njirya 
skucaye ja rha hE≥  ´k ¨tavlI åOr Gbrahq sI rhtI hEM ¨nmeM neha kI xadI ke msle 
ko lekr≥  neha ko lgta hE ik yh sb ¨nkI åmrIka meM bsI ihMdußtanI sheilyoM ka 
dbav hE vnaR mmI b¿\e Kule soc valI TIM≥   ¨sne ^s bat pr mmI se åamna-samna BI 
ikya Ta-"cMUik åMxul s~yaisnI ho gyI tum soctI ho mere saT kI sarI l¿\ikyaM 
pagl hEM ya ho jayeMgI≥" 
 "haM v˚t pr xadI hona bhut j>rI hE≥" 
 "jo n ho to.." 
 "to bhut bura hoga" 
 "˚ya bura hoga?" 
 "åaiKr ye irvaj bne hEM to ^nka kuC mtlb hI hE n≥" 
 "mtlb to yhI hE n ik bçce pEda kro åOr Gr-gZhßTI meM jut jaåo≥ pr mEM to vEse 
hI jutI hUM nOkrI meM, iP¬m bnane meM≥  mere pas gZhßTI clane kI Purst åBI khaM hE?  jb 
hogI to soc lUMgI åOr kBI n hu^% to kBI nhIM socUMgI≥ " 
 "yhI to mui≈⋲kl hE≥  tum soctI ho ik ibna gZhßTI ke sarI ¨m® kq sktI hE≥  
tBI tumne mere laK khne ke bavjUd Kana tk bnana nhIM sIKa≥" 
 "mmI mere saT ke sare log Δ∆yadatr Kana bahr hI Kate hEM≥ iksI ko bnana 
nhIM hota≥  bnane ka xOk ho to ´kaD cIj sIKI BI ja sktI hE pr vh ≤sa ko^% 
"mßq" nhIM hE jEsa tum smJtI ho≥" 
 "ja, ja≥  tere se bhs kOn kre≥" 
 neha mmI ke <K se behd prexan ho jatI TI≥ khaM to mmI duinya Br meM i|M|ora 
pIqtI TI ik vh åpnI beqI ke saT xadI kI jbrdßtI kBI nhIM kreMgI, åb jEse ¨skI 
¨m® ke hr b¿|te sal ke saT ¨¬qe raßte pr b¿|e ja rhI hEM≥ 
 neha ka \r sc inkla≥ mmI ne pIqr ke bare meM sval pUC hI ilya≥ 
 jb papa ne ¨se pIqr ke yhaM \Âap ikya Ta ¨~hIM idnoM mmI ne BI sval pUCa Ta 
¨s ir≈⋲te meM xadI kI gMBIrta ka≥ 
 mmI ko to qal idya Ta neha ne pr åpne-åap se vh yhI sval bar-bar pUCtI 
TI åOr kBI-kBI pIqr se BI≥  ¨s idn jb papa ne ¨se pIqr ke yhaM \Âap ikya Ta to 
vhI 



sb huåa ijska papa ko \r Ta åOr iPr BI ¨sne sb kuC nhIM hone idya ˚yoMik papa 
kI bat khIM BItr g¿\ gyI TI≥ 
 pIqr ne ¨ska haT Cuåa hI Ta ik vh bol p¿\I- 
 "ågr tuµhara xadI ka Kyal nhIM to mEM ^s ir≈⋲te ko åage b¿|ana nhIM cahUMgI≥" 
 pIqr ne Dcke se haT pICe kr ilya Ta≥  bhut der Kamox socta rha Ta≥ 
 iPr pIqr ne ¨ska cehra dono haToM meM Tam cUm ilya åOr ¨ske kMDe TpTpata 
huåa bola Ta-"^tnI t~¿j ˚yoM ho tum åaj?  irlE˚s÷" 
 "irlE˚s krne ka v˚t rha nhIM≥  roj iksI n iksI |Mg se xadI kI bat iC¿\ hI 
jatI hE≥" Kud ko pIqr ke ßpxR se Jqk kr neha ne kha Ta≥  
 "tum scmuc xadI krna cahtI ho muJse?" 
 "pta nhIM" neha ke muMh se inkla Ta≥  mmI-papa kI psMdgI-napsMdgI, Kud pIqr 
ke saT BivΩΩy ko lekr sMdeh...iktna kuC to Ta ^s jvab kI BUimka bnata huåa≥  vh 
xayd haM khna cahtI TI≥ pr mn meM KIJ sI BrI hu^% TI≥  ¨skI ijMdgI ka sbse åhm 
PEsla Ta åOr ¨se smJ hI nhIM åa rha Ta ik ˚ya PEsla le≥ 
 "to muJse ˚ya ¨µmId krtI ho?  mEM to iPlhal xadI-vadI ka socna cahta 
hI nhIM≥  iPr yh BI to j>rI hE ik hm ´k dUsre ko BlIBaMit jan leM..pUrI trh se..." 
 "ijs janne kI tum bat krte ho vh xadI ke bad hI ho skta hE..": 
 "xadI ka PEsla mEM tBI kr skta hUM ik hmarI hr trh se kµpEiqibilqI ho" 
 "man lo tuµharI bat man BI lUM to ˚ya garMqI hE ik tum mukr nhIM jaåoge≥" 
 "garMqI to kBI hotI hI nhIM÷ xadI ke bad BI nhIM÷  ˚ya tum muJe garMqI de sktI 
ho ik muJe kBI Co¿\ kr nhIM jaåogI." 
 "haM...pr ågr tum iksI dUsre kI åor åakizRt ho jaåo to mEM tuµhare saT 
icpkI nhIM rhUMgI" 
 "KEr ve sb khne kI bateM hEM≥ ågr garMiqyaM hotIM to ^tne tlak ˚yoM hote?  hmara 
ir≈⋲ta åaj suKd hE to kl ko ibg¿\ BI skta hE≥  rh kr pta lgta hE åOr saT rhne se 
tum GbratI ho≥" 
 "tuµheM merI mjbUrI ka pta hE≥   muJmeM BI tuµheM Kud ko sOMp dene kI ¨tavlI tumse 
km nhIM" 
 "åOr ¨ske ilye tum muJe xadI jEsI cIj meM GsIqna cahtI ho≥  xadI ka mtlb 
saT rhna ¨tna nhIM ijtna ik duinyavI ijµmedairyoM ko inBana hota hE--QIkQak 
Gr, QIkQak sajsΔ∆ja, QIkQak bçce--sb kuC QIkQak hona hota hE≥  mEM åBI ¨s 



sb ke ilye tEyar nhIM≥  ågr tum scmuc muJe πyar krtI ho to ¨s c˚kr meM \alna 
nhIM≥ "  
 åOr iPr bat yhaM tk phuMc gyI TI ik pIqr jb BI ¨se CUne kI koixx krta 
vh Kud ko jk¿\ letI taik bhav meM åakr kuC glt n kr bEQe≥  ´k bar ¨sne kh hI 
\ala Ta-"˚ya bat hE mera ßpxR tummeM ko^% BI p®itik®ya jgata nhIM?" 
 vh yUM hI jk¿\I Kamox bEQI rhI TI≥ 
 iPr pIqr se imlne se ktrane lgI TI≥  ≈⋲aayd phle åpne BItr ko sulJa lena 
cahtI TI≥   
 iks pr Brosa kre? pIqr pr ya mmI-papa pr? vh Kud ˚ya cahtI hE? 
 åb Ch mhIne bad mmI ne iPr vhI sval duhraya to neha ne iktne sare tnavoM 
se ´k saT mui˚t pane ke ilye bk idya Ta-"muJse mt pUCa kro yh sval÷ yhaM ke 
l¿\koM meM kimqmeMq hI nhIM hE≥  mEM ˚ya k<M÷" 
 neha ke cehre pr ¿jrdI åOr lalI ´ksaT åa-ja rhI TI≥ 
 mmI ne BaMp ilya Ta åOr iksI åv≈⋲yMBavI Ktre ne ¨nko shma idya Ta ≥ 
 neha cahe ¨se Ktra mantI ho ya n pr mn åßvßT j>r ho rha Ta≥ 
 ¨sne papa se kha Ta-"yhaM mEnhEqn meM ga¿\I clane ka mOka hI nhIM imlta≥  
^silye kai~P\eMs hI nhIM jmta≥  åapko iPr kuC p®Ei˚qs kranI hogI≥" 
 mmI ne ¨nke inklne se phle kh idya Ta-"tU merI bat man to åBI BI der nhIM 
hu^%≥  bat clatI hUM≥ khIM n khIM to kam bnega hI≥  ^tnI b¿\I åaikRqe˚q hE tU≥  kl ¨ma 
kh rhI TI ik ¨skI shelI ka l¿\ka BI åBI kuMvara bEQa hE≥  mIiqMg ty kr dUM tum 
donoM kI?  åpne-åap se hI bahr khIM iml lo≥  hmeM bIc meM \alne kI BI j>rt nhIM≥" 
 papa ne mmI ko \aMq idya Ta-"˚yoM bar-bar ¨se ´µbEres krtI ho≥ jb xadI ko 
tEyar hogI to åpne-åap bta degI≥  b¿\I ho g^% hE, åpne bare meM Kud PEsla le sktI hE≥  
tum phle to ¨se yhaM ke Kule |Mg se paltI rhI ho, åb ˚ya iPr se pICe Dkelna cahtI 
ho÷" 
 ga¿\I clate hu´ neha ko lga ik ¨skI \Âa^%ivMg pr pk¿\ kaPI åçCI ho gyI hE≥ 
To¿\I sI p®Ei˚qs ke bad xayd vh åpne-åap se pUre åa†miv≈⋲vas ke saT clane lgegI≥ 
 åcank ¨sne papa ko khte suna-"lal b†tI pr hmexa <ka kro≥ k^% bar 
åaspas qÂEiPk nhIM hota to ^Msan kI p®vZit hotI hE ik clta jaye≥ pr ågr lal b†tI 
pr s¿\k par krne kI ≤sI åadt \al lo to åksr duGRqna hone ka Ktra ho jata hE≥ 



˚yoMik ≤sa mumikn hE ik åap Îyan se n deK skeM åOr åcank ko^% ga¿\I khIM se 
inkl kr åapse qkra jaye≥ " 
 åOr papa ne duhraya-" so lal b†tI ke hote s¿\k kBI par mt krna yh 
cetavnI tuµheM bar-bar deta hUM." 
 neha cOMkI≥  papa ˚yoM btla rhe Te ¨se yh sb≥ ˚ya ¨sne scmuc lal b†tI par 
kI TI÷   
 ya papa ka ¨se åagah krte rhna ´k ipta ke DmR paln se Δ∆yada nhIM Ta≥  papa 
ke åpne mn ke \r....≥ 
 khIM ≤sa to nhIM ik bi–yaM åaye-jaye clI ja rhI TI≥  gai¿\yaM inkle clI ja 
rhI TIM åOr vh lal b–I pr hI iQQkI TI≥ 
 papa khte cle ja rhe Te-"yUM tum sIK to gyI ho åb≥ åçCa clane lgI ho≥  
bakI ijtna claåogI ¨tna hI åa†m iv≈⋲vas BI b¿|ega≥  bs s¿\k kI ly sunna mt 
BUlna≥ yhI ´k  åçCe \Âa^%vr kI inxanI hE≥ vnaR bar-bar duGRqna´M hoMgI≥  ^s dex meM 
åpne bUte jIne ke ilye ga¿\I clana BI ¨tna hI j>rI hE ijtna p¿|na-ilKna≥  ^silye 
j>rI hE ik s¿\k kI ly ko suno åOr ¨sI ihsab se claåo taik seP \Âa^%vr bn 
sko÷" 
 shsa neha ko lga jEse jo papa kh rhe hEM, vh sun nhIM rhI hE..... iPr BI kuC 
sun rhI hE....?  pr jo vh sun rhI hE vh xayd papa nhIM sun rhe....ya xayd papa kh BI 
nhIM rhe....pr neha sun pa rhI hE≥   kuC ≤sa ijsse n to vh vaikP TI, n hI ijske p®it 
sjg÷  jEse ve ßvr khIM dUr se....iksI bhut ghre smud® se ¨Qe ho....bhut åßpΩΩq, BarI 
åOr gIle se÷ åpne hI boJ se Juke...ik sth pr åayeM BI to jlraix meM 
inm©n....phcan se bahr≥  ve ÎvinyaM....ve ßvr....jo ik~hI x∫doM meM nhIM |l pate ya sune 
jate......iksI lhr kI hI trh khIM se ¨Qte åOr khIM sma jate hEM....≥  
  ˚ya vhI TI s¿\k kI ly÷ 
 papa kh rhe Te-"tum muJe phle Gr \Âap kr do≥  ¨ske bad jhaM jana ho clI 
jana≥" 
--jhaM jana ho clI jana÷  yhI kh rhe Te n papa÷ 
  pr yh to papa kI åavaj nhIM TI...kuC  ≤sI åavaj TI ik lgta Ta ¨skI 
åpnI åavaj se hI imltI jultI hE......samne hrI b–I TI xayd≥ neha ne ga¿\I cla dI≥ 
 
 



   
 
 


